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And indeed this hath been the way God hath dealt with us all along ; to keep things from our eyes all along, so that we have seen nothing in all His dispensations long beforehand — which is also a witness, in some measure, to our integrity."
Since God had brought about so wonderful a thing, why should they not hope for things more wonderful still ? " Why should we be afraid to say or think, that this way may be the door to usher in the things that God hath promised and prophesied of, and set the hearts of His people to wait for and expect ? " Again and again Cromwell reiterated these hopes. " Indeed I do think somewhat is at the door. We are at the threshold." " You are at the edge of the promises and prophecies." He ended by quoting the 68th Psalm as a prophecy of the glory and the triumph of " the Gospel Churches." " The triumph of that Psalm is exceeding high, and God is accomplishing it."
The assembly to which he spoke was equally confident that its meeting marked the opening of a new era. " They looked/' as they declared, " for the long-expected birth of freedom and happiness." " All the world over amongst the people of God " there was " a more than usual expectation of some great and strange changes coming upon the world, which we can hardly believe to be paralleled with any times but those a while before the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Full of hope, the assembly set to work to fulfil its mission. It voted itself the title of Parliament, invited Cromwell and four other representative officers to take part in its

